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The term polar pattern describes how a microphone picks up sound. More specifically, it describes how sensitive the 

microphone is to sound waves coming in from different directions.  

A microphone’s polar pattern is an important consideration when it comes to figuring out if a microphone is the right or 

wrong tool for a particular situation.  

 

Simple 2 dimensional drawings are printed on the microphones 

 

 

 

 

These drawings show the microphone’s Active Area. 

 

                             

 

 

 

These Active Areas are 3 Dimensional from the front of the microphone, represented here in blue:  

  Omnidirectional             

  Wide Cardioid                                     



 
About HARMAN Professional Solutions 
HARMAN Professional Solutions is the world’s largest professional audio, video, lighting, and control products and systems company. Our brands comprise AKG Acoustics®, AMX®, BSS 

Audio®, Crown International®, dbx Professional®, DigiTech®, JBL Professional®, Lexicon Pro®, Martin®, Soundcraft® and Studer®. These best-in-class products are designed, manufactured and 

delivered to a variety of customers in markets including tour, cinema and retail as well as corporate, government, education, large venue and hospitality. For scalable, high-impact 

communication and entertainment systems, HARMAN Professional Solutions is your single point of contact. www.harmanpro.com 

 

 

 

  Cardioid                                
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     Figure Eight                           

 


